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CRIGNON Claire 
Born 15 March 1972 in Saint Germain en Laye (France, 78) 
Assistant Professor at Sorbonne University (Faculty of letters) 
UMR 8011 / SND (Science, Norms, Decisions) 
 
 

EDUCATION 
 

 
1990-1993: ‘Classes préparatoires’ to the Ecole Normale Supérieure (Lycée Claude Debussy/Saint 
Germain en Laye; Lycée La Bruyère /Versailles; Lycée Fénelon/Paris). 
 
1993-1998: École Normale Supérieure Fontenay/ St Cloud (Philosophy). 
 
1993-1994: B. A. in Philosophy, Nanterre University. 
 
1994-1995: M. A in Philosophy: “Common sense in Kant’s works”, supervisor M. Fichant 
(Nanterre University). First Class Honours. 
 
1996: Agrégation. 
 
1997-1998: M. Phil. in History of Philosophy: “Melancholy in Burton and Montaigne’s works” 
(supervisor P-F. Moreau, ENS Fontenay-Saint-Cloud). First Class Honours.  
 
1998-2002: Ph.D in History of Philosophy at Paris Sorbonne (IV) and ENS Lyon: “From 
melancholy to enthusiasm, Robert Burton et Anthony Ashley Cooper, 3d earl of Shaftesbury (1621-
1712)”.  
Members of the committee: Professor P-F. Moreau (Paris IV and ENS Lyon, supervisor), 
Professor Michel Senellart (ENS Lyon), Assistant Professor Laurent Jaffro (Paris 1), Emeritus 
Professor; Geneviève Brykman (Nanterre University), Professor François Azouvi (EHESS). 
Summa cum laude. 
 
2007-2011: Training in Clinical Ethics, Center of Clinical Ethics Cochin Hospital, Paris 
(interdisciplinary training to ethical issues of medical decisions). 
 
2013-2014: CNRS secondary assignement at the IHRIM (Institut d’Histoire des représentations et 
des idées dans la Modernité, ENS Lyon).  
Habilitation (ENS Lyon): “Observing the sick man: medicine and philosophy of human nature in 
England during the Modern period”. Members of the committee: Professor P-F. Moreau (ENS 
Lyon, referee), Professor Ph. Hamou (Lille University), Professor Claude Gautier (ENS Lyon), 
Professor Ann Thomson (European University Institute Florence), Professor Sophie Roux (Ecole 
Normale Supérieure, Paris), Professor Peter Anstey (Sydney University), Professor François 
Duchesneau (Université de Montréal). 
 
2014 - Qualified (French National University Committee) in History of Philosophy (17th section) 
and Epistemology & History of Sciences and Technics (72th section).  
 
 
 



 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 
1998-2001: Research and teaching assistant at Nanterre University. Department of Philosophy. 
 
2002-2006: Research and teaching assistant at the École Normale Supérieure (Lyon). Department 
of Philosophy. 
 
2005-2006: High-school teacher (Philosophy) Cayenne, French Guyana. 
 
2006-2008: ANR Post doc: “Cultural Transfers between France and England in the long 
Eighteenth Century”, under the supervision of Professor Ann Thomson, English studies and 
intellectual History (Paris VIII, Saint-Denis). Lecturer at the University of Montpellier, department 
of Philosophy. 
 
September 2008-August 2011: Assistant Professor, Burgundy University, Dijon, Department of 
Philosophy. 
 
Since September 2011: Assistant Professor, Sorbonne University, Department of Philosophy. 
 
2013-2014: Research leave CNRS  (IRHIM, Institut d’Histoire des Représentations et des Idées 
dans les Modernités).  
 
2021-2022: Research leave CNRS (Science, Norms, Democracy UMR 8011) on “distrust in 
medicine”. Research field in collaboration with Renaud Piarroux (Head of the Parasitology and 
Micology Unit, Pitié-Salpétrière), with Bertrand Guidet (Head of the Intensive Care Unit, St 
Antoine) Gilles Pialloux (Head of the service of infections and tropical diseases) and Michele Levy-
Soussan (Head of the Mobile Palliative Care Unit). 
 
Since 2020: Participation to the Ethics committee of the University Hospital group Assistance 
Publique Hôpitaux de Paris. 
 

RESEARCH STRUCTURATION 
 
Since November 2019, Head of the Medical Humanities Working Group within the faculty of 
Letters.  
2018-2020 – Coordinating Human and social sciences inside Cancer United Research 
Associating Medicine, Univerisity and Society (CURAMUS). CURAMUS is hosted by the 
University Hospital Group APHP (Pitié-Salpêtrière, St Antoine, Trousseau, Tenon, Rotschild, 
Charles Foix).  
Since January 2020 - Co-directing Sorbonne University BioMedical Humanities Research 
Cluster with Alexandre Escargueil (Pr. Biology, Cancerology, faculty of sciences & Inserm).  
 
Five lines of research have been defined:  
 
1. History of representations of the body, health, diseases, study of medical and biological heritage 
(collections), history of biological and medical sciences and their contribution to the philosophy of 
contemporary medicine.  
2. Evolution of biomedical tools and techniques (artificial intelligence, medical imagining, data and 
biobanks).  
3. Ethics of biomedical research, ethics of doctor-patient relations, articulation between knowledge 
and decision making (in its ethical, economic, social or political dimensions).  



4. Relationship between health and environment, including the issue of habitant and place 
(geography) and mental health. Disease trends, health risks and “One Health” concept.  
5. Methods of disseminating and communicating information on diseases and health, citizen 
science and “expert patients”. 
 
The Biomedical Humanities research cluster federates 4 research teams: Sciences, Norms, 
Democrcy (SND), the Sorbonne's study group on methods of sociological analysis (GEMASS), 
the interdisciplinary research group on information and communication processes (GRIPIC)  and 
the St Antoine research center (CRSA).  
 

SCHOLARSHIPS, FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS 
 
2001-2002 – Lavoisier Grant (given by the French Foreign Office) Maison Française d’Oxford. 
 
2013 – ANR Project Philomed labelled “Projet Phare”. 
 
May 2016 – 10 days at Stanford University, “Big Overseas Studies” program, meeting with Audrey 
Shaffer, director of the “Medicine and the Muse Research Center in Health Humanities”. 
 
April 2016 – One month visiting Fellowship at the Department of History and Philosophy of 
Science de Cambridge University. 
 
July 2018 – One month “Francis Bacon Fellowship in the History of Literature of Renaissance 
England”, Huntington Library, San Marino California. 
 
From September 2017 – Prime d’excellence scientifique. 
 
September 2020 – Fondation des Treilles research grant (translating Bacon, Sylva Sylvarum).  
 
From September 2021 – Prime d’investissement unique Sorbonne Université.  
 
April 2022 – International Mobility Grant (CNRS), Research Residency at the Maison Française 
d’Oxford. 
 

PROFESSORSHIPS AUDITIONS OUTSIDE FRANCE 
 

2021 – Professorship, Chair in History of Sciences, Department of History and Civilization, 
European University Institute (Firenze), 2nd.  
 
 

ORGANISATION OF CONFERENCES, SEMINARS 
SINCE 2014 

 
 

1. With P. R. Anstey (University de Sydney / ENS Lyon) one-day conference on « médecine, 
empirisme et méthode dans les manuscrits médicaux de John Locke », École Normale Supérieure 
de Lyon, November 13, 2014. 
 
2. With Sophie Roux (ENS Ulm / ANR Anthropos) and D. B. Meli (Indianna University, USA). 
One-day conference: “Observation and Experiments as Forms of Writing: Describing, Registering, 
Recording and New Scientific Genres in Early Modern Europe”, École Normale Supérieure de 
Paris, May 6, 2014. 



 
3. With D. Lefebvre, International Conference « Médecine et philosophie. Méthodes, pratiques, 
interactions ». Université Blaise Pascal, Clermont-Ferrand, November 2015 (funded by EA 3552, 
Paris IV, and IHRIM, ENS Lyon). 
 
4. Organization of a one-day workshop (Agrégation) on Hobbes, Leviathan (Paris Sorbonne). 
With the participation of L. Foisneau, E. Marquer, A. Milanese, Ph. Crignon, J. Berthier. 
 
5. Workshop on “Teaching and researching in the field of medical humanities and philosophy of 
medicine”. Paris-Sorbonne, June 2016 (funded by the teaching research project pedagogical 
innovation in B.A. degree). 
 
6. With J. Ferry-Danini, organization of three research workshops for the Emergence Project Paré: 
“1. L’anatomie-pathologie et les sciences qui collectionnent. 2. Art et anatomie. 3. Aspects éthiques 
et juridiques de la conservation des restes humains”, 2017-2018. 
 
7. International Workshop. With S. Kleiman (Paris VIII), S. Parageau (Paris Nanterre, IUF) D. 
Garber (Princeton University, IEA Paris), E. Cassan. “Translating and Experimenting in Sylva 
Sylvarum: Science in the making”. With the participation of G. Giglioni (Macerata University, Italy), 
D. Jalobeanu (Bucharest University, Romania), R. Serjeantson (Cambridge University, UK), 
Institut des Etudes Avancées, Paris, May 2018. 
 
8. International Conference: « Regard critique sur les humanités médicales », Sorbonne University 
(funded by the Emergence Project) With A. Wood (Durham University), V. Barras (Lausanne), M. 
Louis-Courvoisier, A. Wenger (Genève). L. De Roy (Vrolick Museum, Amsterdam), C. Lefeve 
(Paris VII), A. Schaffner (Paris III), June 2018. 
 
9. International conference with Medicine and the Muse Stanford Center for Biomedical Ethics: 
« Les émotions dans la relation thérapeutique », with Siric Curamus (Pitié-Salpêtrière), Faculté des 
lettres, Faculté des sciences, Faculté de médecine. (21 participants, Genève University, Stanford 
University, Versailles-St Quentin, Charité Universita ̈tsmedizin Berlin, Heidelberg Universita ̈t). 
September 2019.  
 
10. International virtual conference: « patients experts / patients partenaires : quels dispositifs de 
participation en santé ? », with R. Debailly and A. Guillain, Université des Patients, Siric Curamus, 
Montréal University, Laval University. March 2021. 
 
11. Since February 2021. PhD research seminar « Sciences, Normes, Démocratie » (UMR 8011) in 
philosophy of medicine and medical humanities.  
 
12. 2020-2021. Co-organization PHD research seminar « histoire des traditions biomédicales », 
with « Initiative Sciences de l’Antiquité » (D. Lefebvre, A. Guardiassole, J. Devinant, C. Darbo) 
and « Initiative Humanités biomédicales ». 
 
13. 2022. Research seminar “politicisation of health”, with Renaud Debailly, Alexandre Escargueil 
(Sorbonne Université) and Guillaume Le Blanc (Université de Paris).  
 
14. October 2022, International Workshop, with E. Charters (Oxford Center for History of 
Science, Medicine and Technoloy) and E. Pardoux (Maison Française d’Oxford) on “Origins and 
Ends of Pandemics”.  
 



RESEARCH ACTIVITIES, CONFERENCES 
 
- « Les fondements anthropologiques du soin : l’éthique appliquée de John Gregory (1724-1773) », 
Cerisy International Conference: “Prendre soin, savoirs, pratiques, nouvelles perspectives“ org. V. 
Chagnon, C. Dallaire, C. Espinasse, E. Heurghon. Cerisy, June 2010. 
 
- « De l’anatomie du corps au gouvernement de l’esprit: médecine, physiologie et nature humaine 
dans l’oeuvre de Walter Charleton », conference, Quebec International Seminar in Modern 
Philosophy (S. Charles). Sherbrooke University, Canada, September 2010. 
 
- « Le débat sur la science médicale en Angleterre (17th c): entre philosophie naturelle et pratique 
empirique ». Trilateral European Workshop Villa Vigoni / Deutsche Forschung, Fondation 
Maison des Sciences de l’Homme (Italy, Germany, France), Vigony, Italy, May 2011.  
 
- Critical presentation of S. Parageau, Les Ruses de l’ignorance. La contribution des femmes à l’avènement de 
la science moderne en Angleterre, Paris, PSN, 2010, Franco-British History seminar, org. F. Bensimon, 
J-F. Dunyach, A. Thomson (Paris-Sorbonne, Paris IV and Saint Denis University Paris VIII), 
February, 2012. 
 
- « L’héritage de Bacon dans le projet d’une réforme de la médecine en Angleterre au 17e siècle ». 
Bacon Heritage Seminar, org. L. Peterschmitt et F. Pépin, February 2013.  
 
- « Médecine, empirisme et méthode dans les manuscrits médicaux de John Locke », conference, 
study day on “the physician and the philosopher”, org. Ph. Hamou et R. Mankin, Université Lille 
III, June 2013. 
 
- « Découvertes médicales et découvertes astronomiques: comparaisons et parallèles ». Trilateral 
European Workshop Villa Vigoni / Deutsche Forschung, Fondation Maison des Sciences de 
l’Homme (Italy, Germany, France), Vigony, Italy, September 2013.  
 
- Conference « Locke médecin, manuscrits médicaux », Intellectual History seminar (Paris 
Sorbonne), org. E. de Champs (Cergy) and J-F. Dunyach (Paris IV), January 2015. 
- « L’observation dans les manuscrits médicaux de John Locke: continuité et ruptures par rapport 
à la tradition médicale antique », study day on “Observation and Experiments as Forms of Writing: 
Describing, Registering, Recording and New Scientific Genres in Early Modern Europe”, Ecole 
Normale Supérieure, Paris, May 2015.  
 
- Critical presentation and discussion of D. B. Meli, Mechanism, Experiment, Disease: Marcello Malpighi 
and Seventeenth-Century Anatomy (Baltimore, The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2011). Descartes 
Seminar, École Normale Supérieure de Paris, May 2015. 
 
- « L’observation comme genre épistémique. Sens et portée de la référence aux Anciens dans les 
manuscrits médicaux de John Locke », International Conference on “Medicine and Philosophy, 
methods, pratice, interactions”. Clermont-Ferrand, November 2015.  
 
- Presentation and critical discussion of D. Jalobeanu, The Art of Experimental Natural History. Francis 
Bacon in Context, Zeta Books, 2015, Franco-American Seminar (with Princeton University), June 
2017. 
 
- « La collection d’anatomie-pathologique Dupuytren: un objet de recherche pour les humanités 
médicales?”, Workshop, National Conference of the Medical Humanities French Network 



(Coshsem), Strasbourg University, June 2018.  
 
- « La défiance à l’égard de la médecine : un motif de rapprochement entre Locke et Rousseau ? », 
International Conference Rousseau and Locke, org. C. Spector, Paris Sorbonne University, June 
2019.  
 
Invited Conference Papers:  
 
- « Ordre et désordres de l’esprit: l’approche médicale de Thomas Willis », 2nd Conference of the 
European Society for Early Modern Philosophy (Mind in nature, session on dysfunctional minds), 
Berlin, February 2010. 
 
- « Quel homme soigne le médecin? L’éthique médicale de John Gregory », French Cultural Center 
(French Foreigh Office), Tlemcen (Algeria), March 2010.  
 
- « William Harvey : un nouveau Démocrite? La construction de la figure de Harvey dans les odes 
et préfaces (Angleterre XVIIe siècle) ». International conference, org. F. Charbonneau (MacGill 
University, Montréal), April 2011. 
 
- « Médecine, philosophie et pensée de l’homme dans l’oeuvre de Thomas Willis (1621-1675) », 
Conference for the international project “The View of Nature in the Medico-Philosophical 
Thought XVIIth-XVIIIth centuries”, Universidade Nova de Lisboa (Pr. A. Cardoso), June 2012.  
 
- « Les âges de la vie », conference at the Department of Philosophy, University of Cotonou, and 
at the French Cultural Center, Cotonou (Benin) (French Foreign Office), April 2013. 
 
- « Disputes et controverses dans les manuscrits médicaux de John Locke ». Conference for the 
International Project “The View of Nature in the Medico-Philosophical Thought - 17th-18th 
centuries”. Department of Philosophy, Universidade Nova de Lisboa, org. Professor A. Cardoso, 
November 2014.  
 
- « Observer les maladies en médecin et en philosophe », Inaugural Conference, Medical Congress 
SIGID (Infectious diseases, Immunology and Genetic), Lille, Institut Pasteur, February 2015. 
 
- « Disputes médicales et controverses sectaires : un regard nouveau sur la critique lockéenne de 
l’enthousiasme ? ». Conference, History of ideas seminar org. C. Gautier et F. Herrmann, ENS 
Lyon, January 2016.  
 
- « John Locke et la critique de l’enthousiasme : un tournant anthropologique dans la critique de 
l’enthousiasme? ». Conference, study day “un enthousiasme communicatif“, org. C. Grappa et C. 
Serdena, Université Lille 3, March 2016. 
 
- « Voir et sentir: critique de l’anatomie et observation des maladies dans les manuscrits médicaux 
de John Locke ». Conference, Episteme seminar « Médecine et sens », org. L. Cottegnies, 
Université Sorbonne Nouvelle- Paris 3 March 2016.  
 
- “Locke médecin: a critical edition and translation”, research seminar org. P. Duris et V. 
Giacomotto-Charra. Université Michel de Montaigne, Bordeaux III, April 2016. 
 
- “John Locke et Thomas Sydenham”, seminar in History of Medicine, org. Joël Coste (EHESS), 
January 2017.  



 
-“Locke’s Medical Manuscripts”, skype conference with doctoral students from the Department 
of Philosophy of Sao Paulo (Bresil), dir. P. Pimenta, March 2017.  
 
- Presentation of my book, Locke médecin (Paris, Ganier, 2016) research seminar, Marie Gaille 
(Université Paris- Diderot), June 2018. 
 
- “Philosopher à partir des branches”, conference in memory of Jackie Pigeaud (org. F. Le Blay). 
Nantes University, November 2017.  
 
- “La collection Dupuytren: autopsie et collection médicale”, conference, with J. Ferry-Danini. 
Medical Humanities International Network (GDRI / CNRS) org. A. Shaffner et P. De Andrea, 
Université Paris III, November 2017. 
 
- “Sylva in French, Sylva in France. A Poetic of experimentalism”. With S. Kleiman-Lafon (Paris 
VIII) and S. Parageau (Paris-Nanterre, Institut Universitaire de France), Bacon Seminar, org. D 
Jalobeanu, University of Bucharest, January 2018.  
 
- “Ann Docwra, Nicolas Malebranche et John Locke: vision en Dieu et enthousiasme dans le 
chapitre XIX du livre IV de l’Essai sur l’entendement humain de John Locke”, Department of 
Philosophy, Montreal (org. C. Leduc). April 2018. 
 
- “Autopsie et collections anatomiques : le cas Dupuytren“, Conference, International Workshop 
“Intus et in Cute, le regard du savoir“ (org. M-P. Krück), McGill University (Montréal), April 2018.  
 
- “What is at stake in a natural history of air? Bacon and Boyle”, International workshop « Medicine 
and Philosophy: Climate », Groningen University, org. M. Lenz &. E. Miteva, October 2020. 
 
- “Peut-on gouverner l’esprit humain ? Les enjeux pratiques d’une approche non mécaniste de 
l’esprit dans le De Anima Brutorum (1672) de Thomas Willis“. International lectures organised by I. 
Agostini : Une science si nécessaire: médecine et morale à l’époque cartésienne : Centro 
Dipartimentale di Studi su Descartes 'Ettore Lojacono' in association with the Centre d’Études 
Cartésiennes (Sorbonne).  
 
- “Thomas Willis medical philosophy”, Celebrating the quatercentenary of the birth of Thomas 
Willis (1621-2021). A ‘virtual’ Royal Society Conference, org. A-M. Roos and A. Compston (to be 
published in Notes and Records: the Royal Society Journal of the History of Science) November 2021.  
 
- « Confiance et défiance en médecine. Pourquoi la philosophie de la médecine a-t-elle besoin de 
l’histoire des sciences médicales ». Grandes conférences Henri Poincaré, Université de Nancy (org. 
A. Zelienska), December 2021.  
 
- “What is at stake in a natural history of the air? Ways of knowing and ways of believing”, Invited 
Conference All Souls College Oxford, D. Livitin and N. Malcolm, March 2022.  
 
 

RESEARCH FOR A WIDER AUDIENCE 
 
1. “Le rire peut-il remédier au fanatisme ? “, La lettre de l’INSHS, n°35, May 2015, 
http://www.cnrs.fr/inshs/Lettres- information-INSHS/lettre_infoinshs_35.pdf. 
 



2. April 2017. Public Conferences “The body exposed”, General Public Conference “Sciences à 
cœur“, Pierre et Marie Curie University (Paris VI), April 2017.  
 
3. Inaugural conference on “epilepsy”, Journée de la Société Française de Neuropathologie. Faculté 
de Droit, Sciences Economiques et Gestion (org. S. Seilhean, Pitié-Salpêtrière), June 2017. 
 
4. Unesco International Conference: “Is philosophy powerless against fanaticism?”, Nuit de la 
Philosophie, org. M. Koreschi, November 2018.  
 
5. December 2019. “Éclairage“ (public conference) presentation of the book Médecins et 
philosophes : une histoire, Paris, CNRS edition, 2019, Couvent des Cordeliers, Sorbonne 
Université. 
 
6. November 2020. Annual meeting on innovation and organization in cancerology, session 
« Cancer & Covid »: quelle visibilité pour les malades du cancer en contexte pandémique ? 
  
7. January 2021 – Sorbonne University Alumni’s network: web-seminar, with Pr. T. Simon 
(Clinical-Pharmacology) on « La santé, un bien commun ? industrie du médicament et 
vaccination ». 
 
8. March 2021 – Web-seminar Covid, with Bruno Riou (dean of the faculty of medicine and dir. of 
the APHP COVID crisis unit) on the Coronavirus crisis.  
 

PhD & POST-DOC SUPERVISION 
 
Since 2018: supervising post-doctoral research, Julia Tinland, funded by the SIRIC CURAMUS 
(Cancer United Research Associating Medicine, University & Society): Personalised and preventive 
medicine in the field of cancer research and oncology. 
 
Since 2019: supervising PhD dissertation anthropology and Philosophy (with Michel Dubois 
CNRS), Antoine Guillain, funded by the SIRIC CURAMUS: Expert patients and “health 
democracy”.  
 
Since 2020: supervising PhD dissertation in History & Philosophy of Science, Anne Fenoy, 
funded by the Biomedical Humanities Research Cluster: “ history of neuropathology and the 
limits of clinical approaches to Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, ALS”. 
 
Since January 2022: supervising post-doctoral research History of Science and Demography, 
Pauline Hervois, “Identifier les causes du crétinisme. Enquêtes et études étiologiques sur un mal 
endémique, France XIX th century », in collaboration with Anthony Herrel (Museum d’Histoire 
Naturelle, Paris).  
 

EDITORIAL ACTIVITIES 
 

Member of the Scientific Committee Board of the Review History, Medicine, Society (Peer-reviewed 
journal, Toulouse, Presses de l’Université du Mirail).  
 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the Electronic Review Philosophical Inquiries, online peer-
reviewed Journal of Anglophone philosophies). 
 
2014-2018 – Editorial secretary XVIIe siècle.  



 
Since 2018 -Member of the Scientific Committee Board of the Archives de Philosophie (Peer-reviewed 
journal).  
 
Since 2021 - Member of the Scientific Committee Board of Médecine / Sciences (Inserm).  
 

OTHER SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES 
 

Research Project evaluation for the National Canadian Research Council. 
Evaluation for the platform revues.org. 
Evaluation for Hopos, The Journal of the International Society for the History of Philosophy of Science. 
Evaluation for Journal of the History of Philosophy. 
Evaluation for the Archives Internationales d’Histoire des Idées (Springer science). 
Evaluation for the Presses Universitaires de Rennes. 
Evaluation for the Fondation Maison des Sciences de l’Homme. 
Evaluation for the HCERES.  
 


